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liFyour gonna stay...

You gotta play!

W\/e can't discuss specific
= situations.




-

tle'Number Threex(a-d)™

@NVerare all eqguals.

(€) There are no dumb responses or comments.

(d) Check your ego at the door.

——

Tialerofiliwo Sissy/s




1 a decent and free society, when we

emove children from their homes, there is

N implied promise, a covenant if you will,

0 effect permanency for that child, timely,
efficiently, and compassionately, with due
respect for that child’s ethnicity and
culture.

hat is;permanency?.

rmanency for the children that we serve is that sense of
- belonging and security that we work for and covet for our
own children.




hat are the barriers to
permanency?

evmg PEFManNENCY IS not for chickens!

scision not to ‘decide’ is in reality a potentially
| ng decision with long term implications for the child.
—Judicial officers must be leaders in ensuring that the
safeguards provided for in the child protection process allow
for the best decisions to be made within the realm of
existing knowledge, and acknowledge that making decisions
in these cases is not for the faint of heart.”
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hat are the barriers to
permanency?

absence of an attorney child advocate for
ery: child in care

= ® The absence of the effective assistance of

counsel for parents

®: A court or court system that is not committed to
timely permanency, or that just gives lip service

——

hat are the barrlers (70

'Iicy over good practice
=i ack off understanding about waivers
= s Poor case planning
® | ack of timely concurrent planning
® Failure to work concurrent plan
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2 What are the barriers to
& PErManencey;, continued?

1ack of: attention to time slipping away
- e Expectations of parents are too high

® | ack of resources

¢ Underutilization of available resources

.

2 What are the barriers to
& DErmanency;, contintied?

SNECCRe0T meaningfiul Visitation
fiErUtilization of reasonable efforts




What role can a CASA playiin:
B OVercomingrthe barriers?

IBDEVEIOP expertise Wi
Practices.

~ 45 Establish an ethically appropriate individual
and organizational relationship with the judge
that promotes an open dialogue on systemic
ISSues.




-

ecommendations

=

iegllar stakeholder meetings.

Verk individually and in concert with
Stakeholders to promote ASFA compliance and

~implementation of effective practices.

.. Develop and consistently utilize systems to
track timeliness of the movement to
permanency.

= O Promote outcome measurements that reveal
successes and failures of the system.




HEre there are def|C|enC|es in |ndIV|duaI Cases
.-ln overaII court performance provide the

: : 17 Encourage the judge to participate in National
Council of Juvenile and Family Court training
and activities.

: | -'ey come to us looking for answers, for
= understanding, for hope, for resolution.

~ o \What we give them will determine who they are
and  who they will forever be.

e Equally as important, what they become
because of their having passed our way, will
define our lives and our place in history.

RMK September 24, 2005




